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“Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, 
with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had 
put their trust.”  
- Acts 14:23 
 
“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.”  
- Acts 20:28 
 
“Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task.”  
- 1 Timothy 3:1 

 
First Free church family, here is the list of people who have been serving as your elders. As 
Scripture directs, pray over them and commit them to the Lord. It is noted by each name which 
individuals will be on the ballot at the Ministry Community Meeting in October 2020 to be 
reaffirmed as an elder for another two-year term.  
 
Please contact the elder team if you have any questions: elders@firstfree.com. 
 
Jason Abbott, Senior Pastor  
Called to First Free in May 2019; elder for the duration of his role as Senior Pastor 
I had the privilege of growing up with Christian parents who faithfully took me to church every 
Sunday, taught me to pray, and shared the gospel with me. Nevertheless, my heart was hard to 
their loving ministry and to the gospel. In college, I was invited to join a Bible study over the 
Sermon on the Mount. It was there that God broke through my unbelief and brought me to faith 
in Jesus Christ. Since that time, I have slowly grown in Christian maturity, eventually even 
sensing a call to pastoral ministry. I was ordained as a pastor in the Evangelical Free Church of 
America in 2012. I love the local church and am so honored to serve First Free. 
 
Rachel Einfeldt  
Will be on the ballot; elder since October 2018. 
As the daughter of missionaries, I learned about God's love and grace as a young child growing 
up in the jungle of the Democratic Republic of Congo (then called Zaire). By age 12, I had made 
my faith my own and fully surrendered my life to Jesus, trusting Him as my Lord. He has been 
so faithful to guide me, protect me, and correct me as His disciple throughout my life. I moved to 
Chicago in 2008 and began attending First Free in January 2009 with my husband, Ryan. We 
have been married for 13 years and have two kids. 
Provisional board member from April-October 2018. 
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Steve Lepse, Chair 
Will be on the ballot; elder since October 2018 
I grew up in a Christian home with two very godly parents and became a Christian at age five. 
There was never a time where I did not identify myself as a Christian and try to follow Him 
(although there were a number of luke-warm periods in my life). I started attending First Free in 
the fall of 1980, following my graduation from Trinity University in Deerfield. Over the years I 
have served in numerous ministry positions, including a long stint on the elder board that ended 
around 2003. I am a father of three and a grandfather of two (happy to show you pictures at any 
time:). I have been married to Kim Atwood Lepse for 3 ½ years.  For the last year, I have been 
working as a social worker for Unity Hospice, providing support to individuals in the last weeks 
of their earthly life as well as supporting their family members. 
In the past ten years I’ve come to realize that my namesake (Stephen in Acts 6 & 7) is very 
providential. I’ve come to see that part of the mission God has given me is to serve those who 
have been ignored by the world and by the church, both meeting their needs and pointing them 
to Jesus. I also see my role as helping the church better see those that have been ignored so 
that they can serve them and bring them to Christ.  One of my favorite verses is John 1:16: 
“From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.” I intentionally 
try to practice a daily awareness and recognition of God’s blessings which include prayers of 
thankfulness. 
Provisional board member from April-October 2018 / Previously served as elder prior to 2003 
 
James Snyder  
Elder since April 2019; term of service goes through October 2021 
I grew up in the church and turned to Jesus as a young child. I have been attending First Free 
since 2007, becoming a member soon after, and met my wife Janice Nuuhiwa at the Artist Bible 
Study small group hosted by Jeff Dangel and Dana Chen. We adopted our son Simon from 
China 7 years ago. I have previously served on the Global Outreach Team and am still serving 
on the Facilities Team (previously the deacon). I look forward to continuing to serve First Free 
with the Elder Board.   
 
Tim Wilkin, Secretary 
Will be on the ballot; elder since October 2018 

I became a Christian when I was six years old, but was really on a journey of faith into 
my second year of college when I really worked out my salvation 'with fear and trembling', a 
walk that I'm still on today as I grow to understand God more. My wife, Mindy and I have been 
attending First Free for about 18 years - we've been blessed (so far?) with a teenage boy (15) 
and a may-as-well-be teenage girl (12), and a 2-year-old dog, Rusty. I tend to enjoy reading the 
Bible as a devotion in the morning, working through about a chapter a day - one Testament after 
another and over again. Lately, God has been revealing more about the disciplines of faith. I 
feel passionately about people groups who don’t have the same access to ‘life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness’ that I feel like I do, and look forward to serving in Gospel-mission work 
together with people from First Free in the future!   
 
 
Elders Stepping Down 
Jason Allen 
Elder from April 2019 to July 2020. 
He and his wife, Mary, moved to Austin, TX in July 2020. 
 
Mark Esper  
Elder since October 2018 



He is taking a sabbatical from serving on the elder team after 8 years, almost continuously. 
Provisional board member from April-October 2018 / Previously served as elder from 2011-2017 
 
Duncan Sattler  
Elder since October 2018 
He and his wife, Stephanie, welcomed a new baby in August 2020. 
 


